ICTs at School’s Everyday Life

ICTs at School’s Everyday Life Project is a national project carried out by Finnish Ministry of Transport and Communications (co-ordinator), Ministry of Education and the Finnish National Board of Education in co-operation with industry and commerce. The project is included in the Finnish government programme and National Ubiquitous Information Society Policy of Finland. 

The vision of the project is that by 2011 Finnish schools will have innovative and creative ICT models and practices for wide dissemination to all Finnish schools. 

The goal is to produce new knowledge and know-how for schools and educational administration about the latest developments in ICTs, but more importantly also to develop the educational use of ICT in a multi-dimensional way.

Schools in the project 

Altogether 12 school projects from around Finland have been selected for the project. The municipals which participate are Helsinki, Espoo, Kauniainen, Lappeenranta, Larsmo, Oulu, Punkalaidun, Riihimäki, Rovaniemi, Ruovesi, Tampere ja Turku.
Research in the multidisciplinary OPTEK Network
The OPTEK Project (Educational Technology in School’s Everyday Life) is a large research endeavour linked closely to the ICTs at School’s Everyday Life Project. Joint research effort is carried out in the multidisciplinary OPTEK Project which is funded by Tekes (Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation).

The research consortium consist of
· 13 multidisciplinary research units
· 28 enterprises
· 20 schools

The OPTEK project aims to study and produce well-founded and lasting solutions to the educational use of ICT in the everyday life of schools. The project will develop models, metamodels, processes and contents which will enable the efficient use of ICT in the study and learning environments of schools. Development and distribution of educational technology innovations are at the heart of the project. 

The OPTEK project is carried out with eight research groups from different universities (12 research units and the Technical Research Centre of Finland), with industry and commerce, pilot schools and municipal education departments. 

The Results
The result of the project will include an educational technology plan for the Finnish government’s next term of office which will include pedagogical models, recommendations and practices related to:

· ICT tools, infrastructure and usability
· Learning environments and pedagogical models (eg. using social media and mobile learning at school’s everyday life)
· Content creation and learning materials
· Development of school communities, support of professional development and collaboration
· Development of public-private partnership models


Advisory Board

The Advisory Board of the ICTs at School’s Everyday Life project has 23 members from the public sector and from industry and commerce. Director General Timo Lankinen of the Finnish National Board of Education acts as the Chair of the Advisory Board.
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Marianna Nieminen, Microsoft
Aulis Pitkälä, City of Espoo
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Riitta Sarras, OAJ (Trade Union of Education in Finland)
Risto Setälä, Tekes (Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation)
Kurt Torsell, the Association of Local and Regional Authorities
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